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Presentation overview

• History & overview

• VIAF usage

• Future
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History

April 1998
LC, DNB, OCLC discuss 

proof-of-concept

August 2003
VIAF Consortium 

founded

October 2007
BnF joins consortium

After 2007
Other organizations 

begin contributing data

Principals and 
Contributors seek long-

term stability

April 2012
Transition of the VIAF of 

service is complete



The Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)

• Files from LAM institutions

• Cooperation between OCLC, national 
libraries, and other partners

• Governed by the VIAF Council

2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem11



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem12



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem13



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem14



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem15



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem16



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem17



2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem18



57
Data 

sources

35M
Cluster 
records

173M
Bibliographic 

records

87M
Authority 
records

Source: OCLC, September 2021
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Comparison of 2020 and 2021

Continuous updates as demonstrated with changes to language of 
cataloging, types of clusters, and types of authority records

Source: OCLC, September 2021



VIAF guidelines document

• Documentation on
• Supported authority types
• Supported record formats
• Required record data
• Typical issues

• See: oc.lc/viaf-guidelines
(opens as a PDF)
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https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/viaf/VIAF%20Guidelines.pdf


VIAF usage
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Authority records vs. Real World Objects (RWO)

Authority description author, Charlotte Brontë
Source: https://lccn.loc.gov/n79054114

Image representing author Charlotte Brontë
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charlotte_Bront%C3%AB.jpg

https://lccn.loc.gov/n79054114
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charlotte_Bront%C3%AB.jpg
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URIs in bibliographic records
100 1_ $a Brontë, Charlotte, $d 1816-1855, $e author. 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025

245 10 $a Jane Eyre : $b an authoritative text, contexts, 

criticism / 

$c Charlotte Brontë ; edited by Deborah Lutz.

250 __ $a Fourth edition

264 _1 $a New York : $b W.W. Norton & Company, $c [2016]

300 __ $a ix, 544 pages ; $c 22 cm

490 1_ $a A Norton critical edition

758 __ $i Critique of (work) $a Brontë, Charlotte, 1816-1855. 

Jane Eyre 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401

758 __ $i Apart of OCLC cluster (work)

$1 http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114
http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946
http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401
http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582


2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem25

URIs in bibliographic records
100 1_ $a Brontë, Charlotte, $d 1816-1855, $e author. 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025

245 10 $a Jane Eyre : $b an authoritative text, contexts, 

criticism / 

$c Charlotte Brontë ; edited by Deborah Lutz.

250 __ $a Fourth edition

264 _1 $a New York : $b W.W. Norton & Company, $c [2016]

300 __ $a ix, 544 pages ; $c 22 cm

490 1_ $a A Norton critical edition

758 __ $i Critique of (work) $a Brontë, Charlotte, 1816-1855. 

Jane Eyre 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401

758 __ $i Apart of OCLC cluster (work)

$1 http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114
http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946
http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401
http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582


2 November 2021 VIAF and the linked bibliographic ecosystem26

URIs in bibliographic records
100 1_ $a Brontë, Charlotte, $d 1816-1855, $e author. 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025

245 10 $a Jane Eyre : $b an authoritative text, contexts, 

criticism / 

$c Charlotte Brontë ; edited by Deborah Lutz.

250 __ $a Fourth edition

264 _1 $a New York : $b W.W. Norton & Company, $c [2016]

300 __ $a ix, 544 pages ; $c 22 cm

490 1_ $a A Norton critical edition

758 __ $i Critique of (work) $a Brontë, Charlotte, 1816-1855. 

Jane Eyre 

$0 http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946

$1 http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401

758 __ $i Apart of OCLC cluster (work)

$1 http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79054114
http://viaf.org/viaf/71388025
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no00002946
http://viaf.org/viaf/179440401
http://worldcat.org/work/4915340582


International linked data survey for implementers

• Began surveying implementers in July 2014

• Continuation of the survey in 2015 and 2018

• Survey results can be downloaded

• Many articles written by Karen Smith-Yoshimura discussing the 
results
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Responding institutions by type
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Projects in production
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2018 2015
Not yet in production 26 37

Less than one year 14 19

More than one year, 
less than two years

15 10

More than two years 18 46

More than four years 31

Total 104 112



Linked data implementations
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Linked data sources consumed
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Some that started consuming Wikidata



Future
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Shared Entity Management Infrastructure
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Person entity sources

• label

• instance of

• dates (birth and death)

• external ids

• description

• also known as
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XML data view

Library of Congress

Wikidata

Library of Congress
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Entity view




